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Sir: 

Applicant wishes to bring to the attention of the Patent 

Examiner the references listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 and 

attached thereto. DE 43 42 996 is discussed in the specification 

on page 2, first complete paragraph. DE 198 36 869 is discussed 

in the specification on page 2, last paragraph. DE 197 02 560 is 

discussed in the specification on page 3, first complete 

paragraph. It is respectfully requested that the foregoing 

Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) be incorporated into the 

official file of the present patent application. Because this 

IDS is being filed before a first Office Action on the merits, it 

is believed that no fee is required. However, if a fee should be 

required for this IDS, the Commissioner for Patents and 

Trademarks is hereby authorized to charge any required fee, or to 

credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 03-2468. 

Respectfully submitted, 
SIEGFRIED SCHKL]^§JCI 



COLLARD Sc ROE, P.C. Allison C. Colla^S, Re^g-rNe^2 2 , 5 3 2 

1077 Northern Boulevard Edward R. Freedrfan, Reg. No. 26,048 

Roslyn, New York 11576 Attorneys for Applicant 

(516) 365-9802 
ERF/llv 

Enclosures: Form PTO-144 9, three (3) references 
I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with 
the U.S. Postal Service as first class mail in an envelope 
addressed to: Assistant Commissioner of Patents, Washington, D.C. 
20231, on November 2^, 2001. 
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04/1994 



Germany 



AM 



197 02 560 
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